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r Cartridges 



APPEAL BRIE] 



Mail Stop Appeal Brief - Patents 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



This Brief is filed pursuant to the appeal from die decision communicated in the 
Office Action mailed on October 18, 2006. 



A timely Notice of Appeal was filed on Nove nber 1 7, 2006 



REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 



The real party in interest is The Gillette Company of Boston, MA. 
RELATED APPEAL S AND INTERFERENCES 



There are no known related appeals, interferences, or judicial proceedings, 

STAT U? QF CLAI MS 



Claims 1-30, 32-60, 66 and 67 are pending. 
Claims 1-30, 32-60, 66 and 67 are rejected. 
Claims 1-30, 32-60, 66 and 67 are appealed. 

A complete copy of the appealed claims i£ set forth in the Claims Appendix 
attached herein. 
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STATUS OF AMENDE "RNTS 



No amendment was filed 



SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 



The present invention is directed to a dispense: * for razor blade cartridges. Each 
cartridge includes a blade unit and a cartridge connect ing portion for connecting the 
cartridge to a handle. This is set out on page 5, line 29 -page 6, line 4 of the 
specification. The dispenser has a housing structure tliat includes a base and angled 
cartridge dividers that define sections for receiving res pecti ve cartridges and retaining the 
cartridges in predetermined positions. This is set out on page 6, line 28 - page 7, line 19 
of the specification. The cartridge is designed to pern it connection of a handle 
connecting structure on the handle to one of the cartric Iges as the handle is moved toward 
the cartridge. This is set out on page 9, lines 6-1 1 of t le specification. Each section has a 
latch shaped and positioned to interact with a corresponding resilient feature on the blade 
unit of the cartridge. Ibis is set out on page 7, line 29 -page 8, line 4 of the 
specification. The latch is sufficiently rigid to resist ir ovement during removal of a 
cartridge from the dispenser. This is set out on page 1 , lines 23 - 25 of the specification. 

He present invention is also directed to a combination of the dispenser and a 
replaceable razor blade cartridge including a blade unit and a cartridge connecting 
structure for connecting the blade unit to a handle by r movement of the handle toward the 
cartridge connecting structure. The blade unit include « an elongated housing having a 
resilient latching portion for engagement by the latch < m the cartridge dispenser. This is 
set out on page I, line 26-page 2, line 6 of the specification. 

The invention is also directed to the resilient latching portion of the housing being 
an elastomeric protrusion extending outwardly from a side wall of the blade unit The 
resilient latching portion deflects upon contact with th 5 respective latches to provide 
engagement of the resilient latching portions on the bl idt unit housing by the latches on 
the cartridge dispenser in an interference fit This is set out on page 2, lines 7 - 20 of the 
specification. 
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; disposed 



The present invention is also directed to a combination 
having a housing structure which includes a base, dividers 
base, that define sections for receiving respective 
predetermined positions. A stabilizing feature is 
cartridge divider, constructed to engage the cartridge Connecting portion 
movement of the cartridge connecting portion within 
corresponding section. This is set out on page 1 1 , lini 
specification. A protective feature is disposed on the 
to prevent contact between the stabilizing feature and a 
prevent damage to the trimming blade when the cartridge 
dispenser. This is set out on page 12, lines 6-10 of the 



of a cartridge dispenser 
extending upwardly from the 
cartridges and retaining the cartridges in 
on an upper edge of each 
and restrict 
i in upper opening of the 
27 -page 12, line 5 of the 
upper edge of each cartridge divider 
rear edge of the cartridge to 

is removed from the cartridge 
specification. 



GROUNI)S.Q£B^CTn(ON TO Bg REVIEWED QN APPEAI 



aid 



e: 



Stand 



1. Claims 1, 2, 4, 572, 6, 7/5/2, 8-1 1, 18 and 28 

as being anticipated by Petiillo (US 3,797, 

2. Claims 1-5, 8, 9, 21, 28, 32-35, 38-48, 51 

§ 1 02(b) as being anticipated by Kohring 

3. Claims 6, 7/5/3, 29, 30, 36, 37, 59, and 60 

being unpatentable over Kohring. 

4. Claims 1, 18, 19, 20, 23-28, 48-50, 54 and 

§ 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
6,041,926). 

5. Claim 55 stands rejected under 35 USC 

Kohring in view of Petricca and 
6,276,061). 

6. Claim 66 stands rejected under 35 USC 



stand rejected under 35 USC § 102(b) 
657). 

52 stand rejected under 35 USC 
al. (US 5,518,114). 
rejected under 35 USC §103(a) as 



56-58 stand rejected under 35 USC 
Kohring in view of Petricca (US 



§ 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
further in view of Rozenkranc (US 

§|l03(a) as being unpatentable over 
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7. Claim 67 stands rejected under 35 USC 
Kohring in view of Petricca and further in 



ARQVMENTS 

1. Claims 1,2, 4, 5/2, 6, 7/5/2, 8-11,18 and 28 
as being anticipated by Pefrillo (US 3,797,657). 



§ 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
view of Rozenkranc. 



rejected under 35 USC §102(b) 
' rhis rejection is traversed. 



The Office Action asserts that PetriHo disclost s a latch that is sufficiently rigid to 
resist movement during removal of a cartridge from the dispenser. Applicant respectfully 
disagrees. FetriHo expticitly states that the latches m< »ve during cartridge removal. It is 
this movement of the latch during removal that is con ratv to what is claimed. The latch 
posts or lugs 24, 26 are resilient (col. 3, line 41), allo\/ing them to flex apart when the 
cartridge is removed (col. 3, lines 28-31). Thus, the I itches do not resist movement but 
instead are designed to move during removal of a cartridge from the dispenser. 



Thus, Petrillo fails to ; anticipate independent 
anticipate independent claim 1 , Petrillo also fails to 
11, 18 which depend from independent claim 1. 



c (aims 1 and 28. As Petrillo fails to 
ai iticipate claims 2, 4, 5/2, 6, 7/5/2, 8- 



2. Claims 1-5, 8, 9, 21, 28, 32-35, 38-48, 51 
§102(b) as being anticipated by Kohring et al. 
traversed. 



In Kohring, the latches (flanges 32, 33 with 
to allow the cartridge to be removed from the cartridge 
from Fig. 1 1 of Kohring. Kohring is silent regarding 
thus there is no basis whatsoever for the Examiner's 
the blade unit] is a resilient latching portion" (Office 
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52 stand rejected under 35 USC 
(US 5,518,114). This rejection is 



detents ! 



35, 36) must deflect in order 
retaining means. This is clear 
the construction of cartridge C, and 
assertion that "the entire housing [of 
action, page 6, lines 17-18). Instead, 
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the artisan would have understood that the very thin walls 
the flanges to deflect in response to a force applied by the 
Moreover, Kohring himself states mat the receptacle 
material providing a rigidity suitable for mounting 
maintaining the flexibility necessary to retain and dispense 
(Kohring, col. 6, lines 61-35, emphasis ours,) The 
statement to mean that the material was relatively rigi£ 
walls of the dispenser) but flexible in thin section (i.e. 
deflection of the latches during dispensing/removal o 



of flanges 32, 33 would allow 
* 

cartridge during removal, 
(dispenser) is manufactured of a 
a razor handle support. . .'while 
a razor blade cartridge C " 
would have understood this 
in thick section (e.g., the outer 
the flanges and detents) to allow 
4 cartridge C from the dispenser. 



;into 



art san 



Thus, Kohring fails to anticipate independent claims 
to anticipate independent claim 1, Kohring also fails tp 
32-35, 38-43, 51 and 52 which depend from either independent claim 
claim 28. 



i stand 



1 15 



3, Claims 6, 7/5/3, 29, 30, 36, 37, 59, and 60 
being unpatentable over Kohring. This rejection 

Kohring does not establish a prima facie ca& 
teach or suggest all of the claim limitations of independent 
claims 6, 7/5/3, 29, 30, 36, 37, 59> and 60 depend. 
37, 59, and 60 are patentable over Kohring, 



4. Claims 1, 18, 19, 20, 23-28, 48-50, 54 and 
§ 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kohring in 
rejection is traversed. 

The combination of Kohring and Petricca 
obviousness because the combination does not 
limitations of independent claims 1 and 28. 
elements of Kohring mentioned above. As such, 
patentable over the combination of Kohring and 



view 



dots 
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anticipate claims 2-5, 8, 9, 21, 
1 or independent 



rejected under 35 USC §l03(a) as 
traversed. 



As 



of obviousness because it does not 
claims 1 and 28, from which 
such, claims 6, 7/5/3, 29, 30, 36, 



56-58 stand rejected under 35 USC 
of Petricca (US 6,041,926), This 



not establish a prima facie case of 
teach or suggest all of the claim 
Petflicca does not provide the missing 
independent claims 1 and 28 are 
Petricca, Similarly, claims 18, 19, 20, 
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23-27, 48-50, 54 and 56-58 are patentable over the combination of Kohring and Petricca 
as they depend from independent claims 1 and 28. 



5. Claim 55 stands rejected under 35 
over Kohring in view of Petricca and further in 
This rejection is traversed. 



USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
view of Rozenkranc (US 6,276,061), 



The combination of Kohring, Petricca and 
facie case of obviousness because the combination 
claim limitations of independent claim 28 from 
does not provide the missing elements of Kohring 
such, claim 55 is patentable over the combination 



Rozenkranc < 



does not establish a prima 
does not teach or suggest all of the 
wh eh claim 55 depends. Rozenkranc 
and Petricca mentioned above. As 
Petricca and Rozenkranc. 



of Kohring, ] 



6. Claim 66 stands rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kohring. 
This rejection is traversed. 



Kohring does not establish a prima facie 
mentioned above, Kohring does not teach or sugjpst 
independent claim 66. Kohring foils to teach a lat?h 
movement during removal of a cartridge from thfi 
patentable over Kohring. 



7. Claim 67 stands rejected under 35 USC { 
Kohring in view of Petricca and further in view 
traversed. 
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103(a) as being unpatentable over 
of Rozenkranc- This rejection is 
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The combination of Kohring, Petricca and 
facie case of obviousness because the combination dois 
claim limitations of independent claim 67. Applicants 
i$ patentable over the combination of Kohring, 
protective feature on the upper divider edge, nor its 
disclosed in the cited references. 



Rozenkranc< 



does not establish a prima 
not teach or suggest all of the 
respectfully submit that this claim 
Petricc^ and Rozenkranc, as neither a 

with a trimming blade is 



mi erection 1 



SVMMARY 

In view of all of the above, it is respectfully Submitted that the claims be allowed 
on appeal. 



Respectfully 
THEGELLET 



Date: November 20, 2006 



Customer No. 27752 
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CLAIMS append; X 



artridge 



cartridge 



1. A dispenser for razor blade cartridges, each c 
cartridge conbedting portion for connecting the 
comprising 

a housing structure including a base and angled c; 
for receiving respective cartridges and retaining 
positions that permit connection of a handle 
Of the cartridges as the handle is moved toward the 

each section comprising a latch shaped and positioned 
corresponding resilient feature on the blade unit o 
sufficiently rigid to resist movement 



: cormc cting 



artridge dividers that define sections 
cartridges in predetermined 

structure on the handle to one 
cartridge; 

to interact with a 
: the cartridge, the latch being 

from the dispenser. 



during remo^ r al of a cartridge 1 



2. The dispenser of claim 1 wherein each section 



3. Hie dispenser of claim 2 wherein the latches afe positioned on inner surfaces of 
opposed side walls of the housing. 



4. Hie dispenser of claim 1 wherein the latch 
. interact with a corresponding protrusion on 



5. The dispenser of claim 2 or 3 wherein each 
shaped to interact with a corresponding protrusi 



6, The dispenser of claim 4 wherein the 
blade unit within the section by an interference 
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including a blade unit and a 
to a handle, the dispenser 



comprises a pair of latches. 



comprises a latch protrusion shaped to 
the blade unit 



latjch comprises a latch protrusion 
oti on the blade unit 



latch prdtrusion is positioned to retain the 
fijt with the blade unit protrusion. 
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7, The dispenser of claim 5 wherein each latch protrusion is positioned to retain the 



blade unit within the section by an interference fit 
protrusion. 



8. The dispenser of claim 4 wherein the latch proijnision comprises an elongated 
ridge. 

9. The dispenser of claim 4 or 8 wherein the latch protrusion includes a notch. 



10. The dispenser of claims 4 or 8 wherein the 
surface positioned to inhibit vertical movement 
a second surface positioned to inhibit horizontal 
blade unit 



latbh protrusion includes a first 
of the protrusion on the blade unit and 
n Lovement of the protrusion on the 



11. The dispenser of claim 8 wherein die ridge 
configured to facilitate insertion of a blade unit i 



12. The dispenser of claim 8 wherein (he ridge extends vertically along, and is 
attached to, an inner side wall of the dispenser. 

13. Hie dispenser of claim 5 wherein each latch protrusion comprises an elongated 
ridge. 

14. The dispenser of claim 5 or 1 3 wherein each latch protrusion includes a notch. 

9 
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into 
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15* The dispenser of claims 5 or 13 wherein each 
surface positioned to inhibit vertical movement 
blade unit and a second surface positioned to i 
respectiye protrusion on the blade unit. 



atch protrusion includes a first 
of [the respective protrusion on the 
inhit it horizontal movement of the 



16. The dispenser of claim 13 wherein each ridge 
surface configured to facilitate insertion 



includes an elongated angled 
of a blade! unit into the respective section. 



17. The dispenser of claim 13 wherein the ridges 
attached to, opposed inner side walls of the dispetiser, 



extend vertically along, and are 



18. The dispenser of claim 1 wherein the c 
dividers mat extend from the base, arc 
blade unit regions in which the blade units are recbived 



; cartridge 



19» The dispenser of claim 18 wherein the 
dividers that extend from the ends 
with the base and define angled regions through 
to and removal from the blade unit regions and in 
structure is received. 



20. The dispenser of claim 19 wherein an 
overlies a blade unit region of an adjacent sectioii. 



10 



artridgb dividers include blade unit 
generally perpendicular to the base, and define 



dividers further include angled 
of respective blade unit dividers at acute angles 

>yhich the blade units pass in delivery 
which the cartridge connecting 



angled region of one section partially 
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21 . The dispenser of claim 1 wherein the dispense}: has drainage holes associated 
with respective sections. 



22. The dispenser of claim 1 further comprising raised 
structures of the cartridge are supported so as to ayoid 
dispenser. 



23. The dispenser of claim 1 further comprising a 
upper edge of at least some of said cartridge 
cartridge connecting portion and restrict 
portion within an upper opening of the 



stabilizing feature, disposed on an 
dividers, constructed to engage the 
connecting 

section. 



movemer t of the cartridge < 



} corresponding 



24. The dispenser of claim 23 further comprising 
edge, constructed to prevent contact between the 
the cartridge. 



25. The dispenser of claim 23 wherein said 
between the stabilizing feature and a rear edge of the 



26. The dispenser of claim 22 wherein each of the 
upper edge. 



27, The dispenser of claim 26 wherein an 
each raised member is adjacent a lower portion o 
corresponding one of the cartridge dividers. 



members on which end 
contact of the blades with the 



a feature, disposed on said upper 
stabilizing feature and a rear edge of 



is radiused to prevent contact 
cartridge. 



raised members has a concave 



upper xwtion 



of the concave upper edge of 
a convex surface of a 
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badei 



28. A combination comprising 

a cartridge dispenser comprising a housing structure 
define sections for receiving respective cartridges 
predetermined positions, each section comprising 
respective cartridge in a latched position within 

a replaceable razor blade cartridge comprising a 
structure for connecting the blade unit to a handle 
the cartridge connecting structure, the blade unit i 
having a resilient latching portion for engagement by 
dispenser; 

wherein each latch is sufficiently rigid to 
cartridge from the dispenser. 



including a base and dividers that 
: md retaining the cartridges in 
latch that releasably holds a 
section; and 

unit and a cartridge connecting 
by movement of the handle toward 
including an elongated housing 
the latch on the cartridge 

resist movement during removal of a 



29. The combination of claim 28 wherein the resjlient latching portion comprises an 
elastomer. 



30. The combination of claim 29 wherein the 
comprises a raised portion of the housing structure 



32. The combination of claim 28 wherein each si Jction comprises a pair of latches 

33. The combination of claim 32 wherein the latches are positioned on inner surfaces 
of opposed side walls of the housing. 



12 



resilient latching portion further 
underlying the elastomer. 
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34. The combination of claim 28 wherein the latch 
shaped to interact with the resilient latching portio \ 
protrusion on the blade unit. 



35. The combination of claim 32 or 33 wherein 
protrusion shaped to interact with the resilient late 
corresponding protrusion on the blade unit 



ea ,ch latch comprises a latch 
tring portion, which comprises a 



36. The combination of claim 34 wherein the 
the blade unit within the section by an interferon 



latch protrusion is positioned to retain 
fit with the blade unit protrusion. 



37. The combination of claim 35 wherein 
the blade unit within the section by an interference 
unit protrusion. 



38. The combination of claim 34 wherein the latcfh protrusion comprises an elongated 
ridge. 

39. The combination of claim 34 or 38 wherein t le latch protrusion includes a notch. 



40. The combination of claims 34 or 38 wherein 
surface positioned to inhibit vertical movement 
a second surface positioned to inhibit horizontal 
blade unit 



13 



comprises a latch protrusion 
which comprises a corresponding 



each la^ch protrusion is positioned to retain 
fit with the corresponding blade 



the latch protrusion includes a first 
elf the protrusion on the blade unit and 
i novement of the protrusion on the 
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41 ; The combination of claim 38 wherein the 
surface configured to facilitate insertion of a 



ridg 5 includes an elongated angled 
blade unit into the respective section. 



42. The combination of claim 38 wherein theridgjs extends vertically along, and is 
attached to, an inner side wall of the dispenser. 

43. The combination of claim 35 wherein each lafch protrusion comprises an 
elongated ridge. 

44. The combination of claim 35 or 43 wherein e^ch latch protrusion includes a 
notch. 



45. The combination of claims 35 or 43 wherein 
surface positioned to inhibit vertical movement 
blade unit and a second surface positioned to i 
respective protrusion on the blade unit 



46, The combination of claim 43 wherein each ri 
surface configured to facilitate insertion of a blac e 



47. The combination of claim 43 wherein the ric ges extend vertically along, and are 
attached to, opposed inner side walls of the dispens 



48. The combination of claim 28 wherein the c 
dividers that extend from the base, are generally perpendicular 
blade unit regions in which the blade units are received, 
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sach latch protrusion includes a first 
o • the respective protrusion on the 
inhi ait horizontal movement of the 



dge includes an elongated angled 
unit into the respective section. 



iser. 



artridge dividers include blade unit 

to the base, and define 
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sfrespecti 



49. The combmation of claim 48 wherein the 
angled dividers that extend from the ends o 
angles with the base and define angled regions 
delivery to and removal from the blade unit regions 
connecting structure is received. 



cartjidge dividers farther include 

ive blade unit dividers at acute 
through which the blade units pass in 
and in which the cartridge 



50. The combination of daim 49 wherein an angled region of one section partially 
overlies a Hade unit region of an adjacent section 

5 1 . The combination of claim 28 wherein the dispenser has drainage holes associated 
with respective sections. 



on which end 
aWd contact of the blades with the 



52. The combination of claim 28 
structures of the cartridge are supported so as to 
dispenser. 



comprising 



53. The combination of claim 28 further 
an upper edge of at least some of said cartridge 
cartridge connecting portion and restrict 
portion within an upper opening of the 



comprising 



54. The combination of claim 53 furtheT 
edge, constructed to prevent contact between the 
the cartridge. 
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a stabilizing feature, disposed on 
dividers, constructed to engage the 
movement of the cartridge connecting 
corresponding section. 



a feature, disposed on said upper 
stabilizing feature and a rear edge of 
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55, The combinatioB of claim 54 wherein cartridge includes a trimming blade 
mounted along the rear edge of the cartridge. 

56, The combination of claim 53 wherein said upjper edge is radiused to prevent 



contact between the stabilizing feature and a rear 

57. The combination of claim 52 wherein each o; 
upper edge. 



jdge of the cartridge. 



58. The combination of claim 57 wherein an 
of each raised member is adjacent a lower portior 
corresponding one of the cartridge dividers 



upppr portion of the concave upper edge 
of a convex surface of a 



59. The combination of claim 28 wherein the wi^th WB of the blade unit is from 
about 1 to 2% greater than the width WD of the < 



60. The combination of claim 28 wherein the 
preferably from about 02 to 0.8 mm greater 



66. A combination comprising 

a cartridge dispenser comprising a housing strurtjuie 
define sections for receiving respective cartridges 
predetermined positions, each section comprising 
opposed inner side walls of the housing structure , 
cartridge in a tafched position within the section, 
resist movement during removal of a cartridge 
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die raised members has a concave 



cispenser. 



wiftth WB of the blade unit is 
than] the width WD of the dispenser. 



including a base and dividers that 
and retaining the cartridges in 
a pair of latches, positioned on 
, that releasably hold a respective 
each latch being sufficiently rigid to 
die dispenser, and 



from 
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Wadei 



a replaceable razor blade cartridge comprising a 
structure for connecting the blade unit to a handle |by 
the cartridge connecting structure, the blade unit 
having resilient latching portions, each latching pdrtion 
protrusion extending outwardly from a side wall 
latching portions deflecting upon contact with the respective 
engagement of the resilient latching portions on 
on die cartridge dispenser m an interference fit 



unit and a cartridge connecting 
movement of the handle toward 
including an elongated housing 

comprising an elastomeric 
o|f the blade unit, the resilient 
latches, providing 
blade unit housing by the latches 



i tie 



struct* ire including: 



67. A combination comprising 
a cartridge dispell, comprising a housing 
abase; 

dividers, extending upwardly from the base, that 
respective cartridges and retaining the cartridges 

a stabilizing feature, disposed on an upper edge 
to engage the cartridge connecting portion and restrict 
connecting portion within an upper opening ofths 

a protective feature, disposed on the upper edge 
to prevent contact between the stabilizing feature 

a plurality of lafches, each section comprising a 
respective cartridge in a latched position within 

a replaceable razor blade cartridge comprising a 
structure for connecting the blade unit to a 
the cartridge connecting structure, the blade unit 
having a resilient latching portion for engagement by the 
dispenser, and a trimming blade mounted along i he 



11-28-06 10:21 Pg: 18/2 



flefine sections for receiving 
predetermined positions; 

o|f each cartridge divider, constructed 
movement of the cartridge 
corresponding section; 

if each cartridge divider, constructed 
and a rear edge of the cartridge; and 

l|atch that releasably holds a 
section; and 

rtade unit and a cartridge connecting 
mt of the handle toward 
including an elongated housing 
latch on the cartridge 
rear edge of the cartridge; 
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wherein the protective feature on the upper edge 
positioned and configured to prevent damage to 
cartridge is removed from the cartridge dispenser. 



o|f each cartridge divider is 
trimming blade when die 



the 
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EVIDENCE 
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RELATED PROCEEDINGS 
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